[image: image1.png]



Emergency Services Insurance Program

SAMPLE POLICY

(Organization)

TERMINALLY ILL PATIENTS

I. SCOPE

        The standard applies to the treatment of a patient who has legally executed a Directive to Physicians form.  It was promulgated to:

A. Honor the wishes of a terminally ill patient who does not wish to have life sustaining measures preformed on him.

B. Provide members with guidelines to follow when dealing with a terminally ill patient who has a legally executed a Directive to Physicians form.

II. GENERAL

A. The law allows individuals who are at least 18 years of age, sound mind, and acting by their own free will to instruct their physicians not to use artificial methods to extend the natural process of dying by executing a Directive to Physicians form. (Living will).

B. For the Directive to Physicians form to be honored, at least one of the following conditions must be met:

1.
The patient must be under the care of a hospice or similar organization.

2.
The patient must be under the care of a nursing home or other extended health care facility and must have properly executed a “Do not resuscitate” order.

3. 
The apparent cause of death shall be directly attributable to the patient’s illness and not the result from any other cause such as choking, suicide, etc.


III.    GUIDELINES

A. When called to aid a terminally ill patient, members shall:

1. Perform all necessary assessments to determine the level of consciousness and the degree of circulatory and respiratory function.

2. Confirm that the patient has properly executed a Directive to Physicians form and has not issued a revocation.

3. Attempt to resuscitate any patient who is pregnant or whose death appears to have resulted from other than natural causes.

B. If the patient has expired, every effort shall be made to comfort and assist the patient’s family.  The patient’s body should then be turned over to the hospice, the police, or the medical examiner.

C. Follow normal procedures if the patient has not yet expired but is transported to a medical facility.

D. If the patient expires en route to a medical facility, no attempt should be made to resuscitate them.  Curtail all fluids and medications.  Leave all tubes, etc. in place and do not remove it until so ordered by the attending physician or the medical examiner. 

For further information on formulation of your organizational policies and procedures, please contact the ESIP Loss Control Services Division at 1-800-822-3747.
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